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Chairman’s Message
Hello Everyone
Welcome to our very first Edition of the Ashton 88 Junior FC Newsletter. Our aim is to send regular
updates (approx. 3 times per season) of the teams’ progress, our plans and focus for development and
training of the teams, as well as anything new at the club.
All teams have made a great start to the season, with lots of great performances and fantastic on-going
team spirit— happy children are greater footballers !
As a club we have , and will continue to, advocate the message of RESPECT across the game. It’s vital
that respect is shown at all times by representatives of the club (coaches , children and parents alike)
on match days and training sessions. The coaches, referees and line officials are, for the most part volunteers who give up their time to support the children and allow them the opportunity to play the
game they love. Not one of them ever deliberately makes a decision intended to upset or offend a player or supporter and every match or training session should be attended and supported with that in
mind. I’d like to take the opportunity to thank all of you for your continued support on this.
On the subject of volunteers, I once again extend the invitation to any potential committee members or
budding coaches to let us know if you would like to help. There is always plenty to do and ‘many hands
make light work’. Thank you to all those who stepped forward as Team Child Welfare representatives to
help Emily Key our Welfare Officer. Emily does an outstanding job and I know she is very grateful of the
help in, what is now, a sizeable club. We are also in desperate need of a new Club Treasurer as Paul
Shakespeare, who has done a sterling job for a number of years, is stepping down at the end of this
season.
All of our coaches have included a brief update on their teams so please read and enjoy. As always, if
you have any concerns or queries please don’t hesitate to contact your team coach or a committee
member.
All that is left for me to say is thank you coaches—you are an incredible bunch who work tirelessly for
our teams and every one appreciates all the effort and time you give to the children. Also thank you to
the committee members—you are always ‘behind the scenes’ working to make sure that the club runs
like clockwork. Often the work you do is not obviously visible, but believe me, we couldn't provide what
we do at Ashton 88 Juniors without you. And finally thank you parents—your continued support of the
club and our volunteers is very much appreciated, it is very much a team effort between us all to get so
many happy faces on a pitch with a football every Saturday morning !

New for this season …. Introducing The Ashton Bootroom

New for this season is the Ashton Boot Room. Freecycle your old
and unwanted boots here. Give boots and take boots, simply
post a photo and the size. Its on WhatsApp. Anyone welcome,
the idea is simply to help the planet and our pockets !
Huge thanks to Sally-Anne Guibert (mum of Miles in U14 and
Charles in U11 Wasps) who has agreed to run this for us.
To access The Boot Room please use the QR code provided or
the WhatsApp link that will be circulated by your team coach.
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Welfare Update
First, a few reminders from me:On match days always stand behind the respect barrier and where no barrier is provided,
remain at least 1m from the side line. Please never challenge any referees, especially those
in green socks, who are under 18 and still learning themselves. Can parents also avoid
‘coaching’ from the sidelines. Any verbal comments from the supporters should only be
positive encouragement.
Volunteers are always welcome and greatly appreciated but must be DBS checked, via welfare, in the first instance.
In the New Year there will be some rainbow laces available to promote LGBT support. We would also
like to invite the children to design posters for Ashton 88 that we can display at venues to promote
positive play.
Finally, thanks to everyone for your continued support. Wishing you all a Merry and Healthy Christmas

Club Finance Update
Thank you to Park Landscapes who are our main
sponsor this season and helped fund the new kits for
all players, and The Star Inn, Ashton who are also
sponsoring the club.

With 3 home playing venues this season the club continues to grow and the costs to run the Juniors has
increased but we have received a small grant to help
develop the pitches which is great. Thank you to all
the volunteers, we couldn't run this club without you.

https://
www.parkandlandscapes.co.uk/

http://www.thestarashtonunderhill.co.uk/
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Team Updates—season so far
Under 8s
This season for the U8s has been all about getting matches
under our belts to give the team that valuable matchday
learning experience. We have entered the Evesham Ambassador league for the first time. The team have been
brilliant! We are encouraging the group to form a team
mentality and to work hard for each other and to steer
away from man of the match awards and who got the
goals. We have encouraged the team to combine with
team mates and keep possession. As coaches and parents
we couldn't be prouder.

Under 9s
After the mish mash of the Covid restrictions the now Under 9’s
started off the new football journey in the summer by winning the
Evesham Town Football tournament a great success and positive
start to a new season.
The league train set off at full speed only a defeat to Bredon saw the
100% record fall.
The cup campaign is still very much on, the next leg being in January.
Merry Christmas from Myself and Jim.

Under 10s
The Under 10’s have enjoyed an excellent start to the 2021/22 season, that
has seen the team win 6 out of 8 league games and be promoted to Pool A, as
well as an ongoing cup run that has seen them reach the quarter finals, with a
great chance of progressing further.
After a difficult pre-season that saw a number of new faces, the team has
gelled together fantastically and the boys have created a real team bond that
will only see them continue to improve further.
We have high hopes they will keep progressing as well as they have, with
learning but enjoyable training, continued success and team work on the
pitch.
As always we couldn’t do it without the support and commitment from our
great group of parents! Happy Christmas from all at the under 10’s.

4

Team Updates—season so far cont’d…..
its full potential. I want to finish off by wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Under 11s Hornets
Overall the start of the season has been a frustrating one.
With many games being called off last minute, It has been
hard to get into a rhythm. Results have been mixed with
some highs and lows. At times, we have been unplayable and
I will go on record to say that I honestly believe we play the
best football in all 3 pools ! To compliment an already brilliant squad from last season we added three new signings
that I think have made our team as strong as it has ever
been. Next year I’m really looking forward to getting a good
run of games under our belts and watching our team reach

Under 11s Wasps
It’s the first season of 9 a side for the Wasps. The boys have adapted well,
playing some great football. They’ve competed well in Pool A and progressed to
the Cup Quarter Finals, a highlight so far. Welcome to Oli, George T and Archie
who are new additions to the squad from last season. It’s good to see this
group forming great friendships and developing as a team, supporting each
other with equal playing time, sharing goalkeeper duties and experimenting
with different positions. A focus for the coaches has been on speed, decision
making and working as a unit. “Pressing high” is the New Year topic and, as
always, our parent support has been fantastic.
Merry Xmas from the under 11 Wasps family.

Ashton Girls
The U10 Girls team have had a fantastic 2021. With 10 teams in our league,
twice as many as last season, there is plenty of football for us to play but also
long away trips to places such as Tenbury, Bromsgrove and Malvern. In addition
to this, we do have a Cup Quarter Final to look forward to in the New Year.
Building teamworking skills and self confidence in a positive fun environment
remains the top priority to develop our team into next year. Every single player
brings something unique and amazing to the team and they work really hard for
each other in matches and never give up, which I have been hugely impressed
by and am very proud to be their coach.
Special mention to all the parents and family members who come to watch
training and cheer at matches as this support for the team is amazing and
makes the atmosphere on a Saturday such a positive one, so Thank You!
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Team Updates—season so far cont’d….

Under 12s
A great bunch of lads who love football and playing
for this wonderful club. They are great friends and
team-mates and are always smiling, no matter what
the result. They are progressing well as a team as
we have had a few new players but the journey
together is a happy one !

Under 13’s
After losing a couple of players last season we
managed to recruit some new players. All have
settled in well. We’ve had a tough start to the
season playing some good demoted teams from
Pool B. We keep working hard each week to improve our results but it has been a hard season
with illness and injuries. The boys are enjoying
their football and that’s what counts. Hopefully
we can get back to full strength soon and improve
our results for the rest of the season. Up the 88!

Under 14s
2021 has been a great year for the boys! We’ve really started to
show some maturity in our performances on the pitch. One area we
have really tried to work on is our transitional play in between attack
to defence and vice versa. We struggled with this in the previous
season due to the lack of time to transition into 11 aside football due
to the long break from covid. However, the boys have really started
to show some great improvement in this and it’s showing in their
performances. We have welcomed some new faces into the team
again with Will, Evan and Akiro all joining this season, and the boys
have all adapted well. I look forward to a promising 2022 with the
lads. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year all!!
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Reminder
Don’t forget that our U11 Hornet coach Ricky did an amazing job, in conjunction with
Birdseye Sports Evesham, to establish a club shop where you can purchase training
wear, hoodies, rain jackets and bootbags sporting the Ashton 88 logo and colours. For
more details check out the Birdseye Sports Website and click on Ashton 88 under the
Club Shop menu.

https://www.ashton88fc.co.uk/

Ashton 88 Junior FC Mission Statement
To create and maintain a club where each and every child is valued and developed to become the very
best footballer they can be whilst having lots of fun and making friends

Ashton 88 Junior FC
Committee Contact Info
Club Chairman ... Gary Locke
ashton88fc.chairman@gmail.com
Welfare Officer...Emily Key ashton88fc.welfare@gmail.com
Club Secretary…. Sue Mason ashton88fc.secretary@gmail.com
Treasurer...Paul Shakespeare ashton88fc.treasureer@gmail.com
Fixtures...Karen Paxford
Equipment and club shop...Ricky Lovell
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